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Neither are those groves grateful only in a beautiful verdure, nature renders them othei wise delightful, in loading them with clusters of berries of a perfect scailet colour, which, by a beautiful intermixture, strike the eye with additional delight In short, it might nonplus a pei son of the nicest taste, to distinguish or deteimine, whether the neatness of their cells, within, or the beauteous varieties without, most exhaust his admiration Nor is the whole, in my opinion, a little advantaged by the frequent view of some of those pyia-midical pillars, which seem, as weary of their own weight, to recline and seek support from others in the neighbourhood
When I mentioned the outside beauties of their cells, I must be thought to have forgot to particularize the glorious prospects piesented to your eye from eveiy one of them, but especially from that nearest the summit A prospect, by reason of the purity of the air, so extensive, and so veiy entertaining, that to dilate upon it properly to one that never saw it, would baffle credit, and naturally to depaint it, would confound invention I therefore shall only say, that on the Meditenanean side, after an agreeable inteival of some fair leagues, it will set at defiance the strongest optics, and although Barcelona bounds it on the land, the eyes are feasted with the delights of such an intervening champaign (where beauteous natuie does not only smile, but not), that the sense must be very temperate, or very weak, that can be soon or easily satisfied
Having thus taken a view of all their refreshing springs, then giateful groves, and solitary shades under single trees, whose clusteis proved that even rocks were grown fruitful, and having ran over all the variety of pleasures in their several pretty cells, decently set off with gardens round them, equally fragrant and beautiful, we were brought down again 10 the convent, which, though on a small ascent, lies very near the foot of this terrestrial paradise, there to take a sui vey af their sumptuous hall, much more sumptuous chapel, and its adjoining repository, and feast our eyes with wonders of a different nature, and yet as entertaining as any, or all, we had seen before
Immediately on our descent, a priest presented himself at the door of the convent, ready to show us the hidden ranties* And though, as J understood, hardly a day passes without die resort of some strangers to gratify their cunosity with tb )